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Invitation to tender for a contract to deliver a learning-network programme to support the mental health personal health budgets pilots

Responses to queries from potential bidders

All queries about this tender that were received before 12.00 on Friday 11th

February are listed below, with our responses.

Q.1
Is there a pre submission registration process for expression of interest/intention to tender?

A
No, bidders are not required to formally register their intention to tender.  

Q2.
Are you able to give any guidance on weighting attached to each element of the tender?

A
We have not published guidance on the weighting of the tender elements.  Bidders are expected to respond to each element of the tender requirements as fully as possible.

Q.3
Are you able to offer any guidance on the value of the tender/Is there a total maximum budget for the contract?

A
We have not stated a ceiling or maximum budget for this contract.  We expect bids to reflect the actual price a bidder would charge for carrying out this work to the required standards.  We will evaluate the value for money represented by bids by considering the cost of the bid in association with the bidder’s responses to the other tender requirements.
Q.4
Where statutory sectors are invited to participate in the delivery of specific networks i.e. provide their expertise, can we assume that they will do so without charge to the successful bidder, including travel and accommodation where applicable? 

Based on previous experience of similar programmes we would not expect contributors working in the statutory sector, and contributing to the programme in this capacity, to charge for their time or input.  However, we would expect them to be reimbursed for travel and accommodation costs.  Bidders should take into account the need to reimburse the different types of contributors they expect to involve in the programme in pricing their proposal.

Q.5
Can we assume that the costs associated with participants attending will be met by their own organisations, including travel, and overnight accommodation if applicable? 

A
Yes, travel and accommodation costs incurred by learning network participants will be met by those individuals or their employing organisation.  
Q.6
Who's responsibility is it to fund non waged participants who are contributing to the delivery of networks? If it is the expectation of the successful bidder is there a ceiling amount associated with this aspect? 

A
It will be the responsibility of the successful bidder to reimburse non-waged participants contributing to the delivery of the learning network where this is appropriate.  There is no specific ceiling associated with this.  Bidders should take into account the need to reimburse the different types of contributors they expect to involve in the programme in pricing their proposal.

Q.7
Is there a specific format you would like the bid to be submitted in? 

A
There is no prescribed format, but bidders should ensure that it is clear how their proposal addresses each separate element of the tender evaluation criteria. 
Q.8
[Our organisation] is not a limited company, is it still acceptable that we submit a bid? 

A

Yes

Q.9
Do you accept local bids for tendering for educational and therapeutic projects (e.g. in X county)?

A
The tender is for supra-regional provision in support of a national initiative. A county-based product would not meet the criteria.
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