Camden and Islington Foundation NHS Trust.
Women’s Strategy Group

The group was set up in 2002 to take forward the Dept of Health ‘National Women’s Strategy’ and to respond to the varied experiences women using, Drayton Park Women Crisis House, and other services shared about using mental health services.
The group members are women who have used services (10) and the Women’s Lead for the Trust, Shirley McNicholas. Other mental health practitioners in the Trust and local voluntary sector are network members.
It is our responsibility to hold in mind issues of discrimination, poverty and single parenting for example

The overall aim is to improve the response women get when they use services by contributing to the continual development of staff and how services are organised.

The group works on

· Training on women’s mental health (factors behind the issues brought to services and how staff can positively respond)

· Gender informed practice training – focused on improving awareness and practise within acute settings (and all 24hr settings)
· Policy Development – Writing new polices such as domestic violence guidance and worked as a consultant group on others.

· Supporting and advocating for the choice of single sex provision e.g. Rosewood women’s acute service.

· Developing and supporting a body of women’s forums across the Trust.

· Creating Women’s leads in services and gaining feedback from a wider and diverse group of women via these forums.
· Establishing standards for women only spaces and family rooms

· Supporting the Women’s café and social network, created within residential services.
· Works to a set of objectives created annually between the group and the Director of Nursing Claire Johnston, linked to the Trust Single Equality Scheme
The group itself aims to be supportive of its members and with that to assist them to develop skills and confidence in all the above areas, reflecting the model of empowerment, learning together and recognition we aspire to for all women.

If you wish to join a forum please contact Shirley McNicholas, Women’s Lead on 0207 607 2777 who will try to find one in your area.

